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learn few things of more importance than the art of
translating his doctrines into language intelligible
and really instructive to the outside world. There was
a period when real thinkers, as Locke and Berkeley
and Butler and Hume, tried to express themselves
as pithily and pointedly as possible. They were,
say some of their critics, very shallow: they were
over-anxious to suit the taste of wits and the town:
and in too much fear of the charge of pedantry.
Well, if some of our profounder thinkers would try
for once to pack all that they really have to say as
closely as they can, instead of trying to play every
conceivable change upon every thought that occurs
to them, I fancy that they would be surprised both
at the narrowness of the space which they would
occupy and the comparative greatness of the effect
they would produce.

An ethical society should aim at supplying a
meeting-place between the expert and specialist on
one side, and, on the other, with the men who have
to apply ideas to the complex concretes of political
and social activity. How far we can succeed in
furthering that aim I need not attempt to say. But
I will conclude by reverting to some thoughts at
which I hinted at starting. You may think that I
have hardly spoken in a very sanguine or optimistic
tone. I have certainly admitted the existence of